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Rick Wolf
435 Glen Park Drive
Bay Village, Ohio 44140

Janaary 28, 2002

Attorney General John Asheroft
LLS. Department ot Justice

950 Pennsyhvant Avenue, NW
Washington, D 20330-0001

Dear Mr. Asheroft:

Nicrosett and the Department of Justiee recently reached anagreement ending 1 three-year-
fong antirrust swits Tam i the computer industry and thus feel more confident ro comment on the
case. oshould not have happened. The case was braught simply te give an advanmge 1o
Microsoft's compentors. Tam as happy as T can be with the seftlement, and hope this ssue s fnally
GV

What s fotally wmored, and what L don't understand, 15 the lack ot recogninon of the way
things were betore Microsott. Betore Microsoft, there was no compatibihty bhetween sotmvare

H

packages. You coukd have ten different software packages, none of which "ralked"” r cach other

and you wure et o have to deal with ten different companies. Nothing worked. Bill Gates saw an
opportuniry and setzed 1. Isn't that what you're supposed to dor Would o by
had been Sun MicroSystems? Or IBM? - Would the Justice Department be hounding these
companes? ks success m this country only acceptable if kept within hiuts srictly defined by the

‘@ been any better if o

federal government? T have problems with the federal government and its intrusion into our
cveryday e, Can T heing swit against the tederal goverament for bemg too large? Another example
s AT&T. We had the best phone system i the world. Now, T do nor understand my phone bill, |
have ro mllc to any number of people, none of which take responsibility for iny problem. 1 pay just
as much for a fraction of the service. But, hey, the goal was accomplished: break up AT& T It wus
fove: })l&‘ Fon gl';lf"!d.

‘The resulr of Microsofts “business practices” s widely avilable, highee qualiry sotrwvare ar a
very reasonable price. The only harm to the consumer comes trom Eawsuire bike these, Companies
should spend thar money on rescareh and development not legal tees.

If my government wants o fix something thar's broke, they should take a ook ar the
medical indusrry,

P appreciate your ime i this matter, and would like to retterate that fact that [ am happy
with the serflement. The cconomy can now move on.

Sineerely,

fuck W
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